Public attitudes towards oaks and
their management

Findings from the BAC-STOP project

Mike Dunn, Liz O’Brien, Frankie Boyd, Nathan
Brown, Peter Crow, Mariella Marzano, Suzi Sancisi-

» 2
Biotechnology and gy The Scottish UK B Natural Department 74 '“”E University ROTHAMSTED
socgenscncss P o M Government 2. Researen Council for Emvronment Forest Research  padme Bristol | heset N/ Researc
1 ¥




A CT V=S CRE NEGL, 227

OAK IN BIRNAM WOOD.
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N/A — nothing in particular/not sure
Other
Leisure and recreation
Economic benefits
Local community gathering space
Education and learning
Flood management
Health and wellbeing
Air and water quality
Carbon capture and storage
Landscape aesthetic value

Wildlife habitat

(% of Respondents)



Countryside Massive Nostalgia Mighty

Happmess Tall . Venerable  Full Beitich
ritis
s, MaERiC e, B8, o
_— Provide -, Oxygen  Time  Strength Magnificent
: Habitat Wildlife Hard Classic G reen

1 g Years Huge Mature Shady Giant Spreading T ove Peace

Fradh Trees Solid R Aged Nostalgic Relaxing
Shelter Healthy S tl Ollg Powerful Imposing

_ . Histo : Bold _..
Pleasing Awesome Enduring ry Heritage _ . Timeless Natural

Quality Impressive Lived Like Pretty Agel © Gnarled Proud
Long Useful Squmels Safe Amazing HiStOI’ical Wonder Native

Stunning .
Leafy L ' Air Calmin England
arge € Good
Sy Wis% AVI&}igiﬁnt Sturdy  Acorps  Shade

i Health
Reliable Relaxed — Unique  gyyironment Hoerille Birds Beauty

Tree Livin : -
Ngisn Stately Attractive —— Valuable
Childhood 12SUN€  Inspiring Great

i3 ... Growing Woodland
Hearts Memories Sure : :
Traditional et S Historic



“From The Maun Valley Trail at sunset with
Sherwood Forest in the background.” (left)
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S “Working on oak has changed my life, research

g ” ‘-

e g vision and experience, and captured my soul . |
. love these trees and simply cannot imagine a
world without them.” (above)




“Working in a Special needs school the
children walk past many beautiful oak
trees in our beautiful grounds..... this is
a favourite and you can see our other
favourite far in the background” (left)

“I was bought up with Oaks from a very
young child, and regard them as part of
the English landscape and indeed
history. We all have a responsibility to
preserve and save these wonderful
trees”



“It built the houses of our nation,
Made our name and reputation,
Standing now in hedge and field,
Reminder that we would not yield,
Steel and iron in furnace heat,
Cannot with it's strength compete,
Cruiser’s powered by oil and coke,
Have not the spirit of the oak”

(male, aged 72)







None of the above/not sure
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Lethal action (47%)

Non-lethal action (30%)

Lethal action (30%)

Non-lethal action (46%)
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- Only 20% know of any pest or disease impacting oak
- Only 14% had heard of AOD
- Those who have often don’t know much about it



Adding of compost/woodchips to soil to improve tree health and resilience
Increase tree watering to prevent drought stress and susceptibility to disease
Increase native species which feed on or parasitise beetles on at risk trees
Injecting trees with natural compounds to combat the disease

Netting of tree trunks ( barrier between trees and beetles)

Targeted trapping and killing of egg-carrying beetles

Installation of cordons/fencing around trees to reduce footfall and soil
compaction

Trapping and relocating beetles

Chemical spraying of infected trees to kill beetles

Removal of some trees (reduced competition, stress, and disease spread)
Introduce non-native species to feed on or parasitise beetles on at risk trees
Take no preventative action but replace trees lost to AOD

Take no action and accept any loss of trees to AOD (i.e. do not replace trees)
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Submit your tribute today!
Closes 315t March






